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Introduction

The Department of Classical Languages offers an external degree programs in Sanskrit in
line with the other external Degree Program offered by the Faculty of Arts, University of
Peradeniya.

Having comprehended the necessity of assimilating constructive tendencies in Sanskrit
studies to the current curricula and keeping abreast of quality Distant and Continuing Education
Programs in the rest of the world, the Department of Classical Languages proposes the following
revisions to the existing Sanskrit syllabi. In order to foster wider applicability of undergraduate
education in Sanskrit to today's needs of the society, such revisions to the Sanskrit syllabi of the
External Degree Program have been essential.

In preparing the proposed syllabi, the Sanskrit faculty of the Department of Classical
Languages has taken into account, in addition to the structure and content of the existing syllabi,
both the dimension of knowledge and practice that students obtain and frequent obstacles plus
potential pitfalls encountered by them as well. Further, suggestions from Sanskrit scholars as
well as students were sought regarding the ways of improving the syllabi and thereby optimizing
the Distant and Continuing Degree Program to increase student employability.
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Overview
Year Course Title (Course Code) Compulsory /
Optional
First Year 1. Sanskrit Grammar (SANX 101) Compulsory
SANX 100 2. Prescribed Texts - I (SANX 102) Compulsory
Second Year 1. History of Classical Sanskrit Literature (SANX 201) Compulsory
SANX 200 2. Prescribed Texts - 11 (SANX 202) Compulsory
Third Year 1. Translation & Sanskrit Composition (SANX 301) Compulsory
SANX 300 2. Theories of Literary Criticism in Sanskrit (SANX 302) Compulsory
3. Rgveda and History of Vedic Literature (SANX 303) Optional
in place of
SANX 302
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First Year - SANX 100 Level

Faculty Faculty of Arts
Program BA Degree (External)
Department Classical Languages

Course Code

SANX 101

Course Title Sanskrit Grammar

Status Compulsory

Credits 5

Objectives To obtain a general knowledge of Sanskrit grammar.

Course Content

(a) Basics of Sanskrit grammar: Samjiia, Sandhi, Samasa, Taddhita, Krdanta,

Declension of nouns, Conjugations of verbs, Syntax (b) Comparative
understanding of the two approaches to Sanskrit grammar, viz. traditional
Indian approach and non-Indian analytical approach.

Method of Annual Written Examination

Evaluation

Select Macdonell, A. A. 1926. A Sanskrit Grammar for Students. London: Oxford
References University Press

Apte, V. S. 1957. A Students’ guide to Sanskrit composition. Poona: A.V.
Griha Publication

eZO0m® 88, DCemit). 2004. asotdmam 200@1DB02 FETEHSE. E@ICH:
23@BOBL®

“c3e38as, O®. OD. O3 1961. eoedar Gema (OO cedmma). eIEH:
Coess 080 @¢eIlmEe®IRD.

X338, O®. OB, . 1971. @ocdmamn Grwoas (¢E8c  edmma).
@ED: Coxds B ©¢lme®sInd
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Faculty Faculty of Arts
Program BA Degree (External)
Department Classical Languages

Course Code

SANX 102

Course Title Prescribed Texts - |

Status Compulsory

Credits 5

Objectives To obtain a general knowledge of the prescribed texts and to be introduced to

Sanskrit literature.

Course Content

(a) (Sandhikanda 1-10

Svapnavasavadatta of Bhasa (acts 4 & 5), Bhaktisataka (b) Authorship |,
chronology, content, language and literary merits of the prescribed texts

Textual studies of Hitopadesa stories),

Method of
Evaluation

Annual Written Examination

Select References

Dasgupta, S. N. & De, S. K. 1947. A history of Sanskrit literature, Vol. |
(Classical Period). Book Il. Calcutta: University of Calcutta. Chap. I - I11.
Lienhard, Siegfried. 1984. A history of Indian literature (ed. Jan Gonda) Vol.
I11. Fasc. I. A History of Classical Poetry: Sanskrit-Pali-Prakrit. Wiesbaden:
Otto Harrassowitz. Chap. I - IV (1 - 225 pp.)

BrS, & oR0e®E. 1965. @oedmam @oms ofwocscs (8. 8. &.
©e325)02500 8O0mHD®). eIe®: Qeneeds

Bewidl, deecd. 1961. otz 2005 oD, eIER: eCwyes
©e32002500m, &. 9. J. 1960. csoedzaz e, EIER: Qeneeds.
B3, deecd. 1971. ot 20005 60810, @IE®: eCHEed
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Second Year - SANX 200 Level

Faculty Faculty of Arts
Program BA Degree (External)
Department Classical Languages

Course Code

SANX 201

Course Title History of Classical Sanskrit Literature

Status Compulsory

Credits 5

Objectives To acquire a considerate knowledge of the history of classical Sanskrit

literature.

Course Content

(@) Origin and development of classical Sanskrit literature (b) Gradual
growth and decline of Sanskrit Epic, (c) Poetical (prose & verse) and drama
literature, (d) major writers, their works and literary merits (e) Sanskrit works
on Buddhism, science and technology

Method of
Evaluation

Annual Written Examination

Select References

Haksar, A. N. D. (ed.). 1995. Glimpses of Sanskrit literature. Delhi: New Age
International.

Lienhard, Siegfried. 1984. A history of Indian literature (ed. Jan Gonda) \ol.
I1l. Fasc. I. A History of Classical Poetry: Sanskrit-Pali-Prakrit. Wiesbaden:
Otto Harrassowitz. Chap. | - IV (1 - 225 pp.)

B, & o8e®E. 1965. woedmam eodms @ofmiesc (8. 9. 3.
©e32502506 8O0mH®). eIe®: Qeneeds

B0, swedd. 1961. totdza 005 eo8muw. eIe®: eCwyes
Bewidl, deedd. 1971. ot 29005 0850, @E®: eCHEed
@e320006, &. 9. J. 1960. esotdzam eIBFD5E. EIER: Qene@tdsd
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Faculty Faculty of Arts
Program BA Degree (External)
Department Classical Languages

Course Code

SANX 202

Course Title Prescribed Texts - 11

Status Compulsory

Credits 5

Objectives To obtain a general knowledge of the prescribed texts and to broaden the

understanding of Sanskrit literature.

Course Content

(a) Textual Studies of Rgveda (Hymns I:1, 11:12, VI: 54, VII: 86, X: 90, X.
129 selected from ‘A Vedic Reader for Students by’ A. A. Macdonnell,
Buddhacarita of A$vaghosa (IV & V Cantos) , Mrcchakatika of Sudraka (IV,

V acts), Dasakumaracarita of Dandin (Ucchvasa V), (b) Authorship,
chronology, content, language and literary merits and linguistic pecularities
of the prescribed texts

Method of
Evaluation

Annual Written Examination

Select References

Macdonell, A. A. 1917. A Vedic reader for students. Oxford: Oxford
University Press

Johnston, E. H. (ed.). 1936. Buddhacarita or acts of the Buddha. Delhi:
Motilal Banarsidass

Kale, M. R. (ed. Tr.). 1966. Dasakumaracarita of Dandin. Delhi: Motilal
Banarsidass.

508, ©200BE. 1997. endded¢ B2dB. ©0¢imy: @mRed.

ed®0mm 88, cewmd). 1961. @0 @edde  ¢awag. ©3camd:
SOl 1ML

Bewidl8, dweedd. 1971. eotdmazn 29005 0850, @E®: eCHEed
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Faculty Faculty of Arts
Program BA Degree (External)
Department Classical Languages

Course Code

SANX 301

Course Title Translation and Sanskrit Composition

Status Compulsory

Credits 5

Objectives To become familiar with the practice of translating from Sanskrit into Sinhala/

English and vice versa and that of writing short essays in Sanskrit on given
topics

Course Content

(a) Syntax and use of cases in Sanskrit grammar (b) Translation methodology,
(c) Sanskrit compositions in practical applications: Writing letters, invitations,
notices, memorandum etc. (d) Reading, paraphrasing and writing brief
comments on Sanskrit verses and parables

Method of
Evaluation

Annual Written Examination

Select References

Apte, V. S. 1957. A students’ guide to Sanskrit composition. Bombay: The
Oriental Publishing Company.

Apte, V. S. 1915. A key to Apte's Guide to Sanskrit composition. Bombay:
Oriental Publishing Co.

ed00m® 88, DC1e®Id). 2004. &oedzma 200@1D1 FOIeHm. @ISR:
IOl 13]eIAL

Bc3egB8es, OO, OD. O, 1961. @soedmar G (O cedecs). eIe®:
Coess 980 @¢eDHe®IDD.

BoegBes, OB, OB. O. 1971. aocdman Bwwwa ((F8a edmma). emg®:
Coess 9080 @¢be®spd
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Faculty Faculty of Arts
Program BA Degree (External)
Department Classical Languages

Course Code

SANX 302

Course Title Theories of Literary Criticism in Sanskrit

Status Compulsory

Credits 5

Objectives To obtain a general knowledge of the origin and development of Sanskrit

rhetorics and to be introduced to major theories of literary criticism

Course Content

(a) History of literary criticism in Sanskrit (b) Basic concepts and theories of
literary criticism, (c) introduction to leading rhetoricians and critics of
Sanskrit literature: Bharata, Bhamaha, Vamana, Dandin, Anandavardhana,
Abhinavagupta, Vi§vanatha

Method of
Evaluation

Annual Written Examination

Select References

Chaitanya, Krishna. 1918. Sanskrit poetics, a critical and comparative Study.
London: Asia Publishing House.

De, S. K. 1959. Some problems of Sanskrit poetics. Calcutta: Firma K. L.
Mukhopadhyay

De, S. K. 1960. History of Sanskrit poetics. Calcutta: Firma K. L.
Mukhopadhyay

Gerow, Edwin. 1977. Indian poetics, A History of Indian Literature, (ed. Jan
Gonda) Volume V - Fasc. 3. Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz.

OO, g®8m. 22008 wuedpecd T3¢, EIER: 03D @S
Be5wedbD, @B®R. 1970. 208015 10 ©edseh. @IER: QBEESD
DBBDBAD), eBO0E. 1967. wotdwam 22005 o rOOE. emIe®:
Qe
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Faculty Faculty of Arts

Program BA Degree (External)

Department Classical Languages

Course Code SANX 303

Course Title Rgveda & History of Vedic Literature

Status Optional in place of SANX 302

Credits 5

Objectives To acquire a substantial knowledge of the Rgveda and the Vedic literature

Course Content

(@) Chronology, language and literary merits of the Rgveda, (b) Social,
cultural and philosophical aspects depicted in the Rgveda (c) Historical

development of the Vedic literature that includes Sambhitas, Brahmanas,

Aranyakas, Upanisads and Siitras up to the pre-classical era.

Method of
Evaluation

Annual Written Examination

Select References

Macdonell, A. A. 1917. A Vedic Reader for Students. Oxford: Oxford
University Press

Gonda, Jan. 1975. Vedic Literature, A history of Indian literature, Vol. 1,
Fasc. 1. Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz.

BemE3, dwuedd. 1958. 00dfm fmun. emed: eCnes

510873, 0008@. 1997. enddeds B2OE. ®dcizy: emRed.

DD, B. 8. 1963. 0108c cbwn @B, eIE®: GBS 0o
©@¢lned®s3nd




