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INGOs and NGOs need to develop their own capabilities to 
assess the socio-political environment they plan to service.   
Reliance upon government, military intelligence or other aid 
providers risks perceptions that the INGO/NGO is aligned to a 
particular government or political faction.  While larger 
INGOs/NGOs may enjoy their own security and intelligence 
personnel, it is expensive to operate and removes resources 
from the core business of providing aid.   
 
This workshop aims to assist INGOs and NGOs develop skills 
in socio-political research and assessment that will better inform 
their decision making processes.  The workshop is presented 
by Charles Sturt University academics: Dr Henry Prunckun who 
lectures in Intelligence Analysis and Security; and Dr Troy 
Whitford who lectures in Australian and Asian political history as 
well as researches in the field of politics and the empowerment 
of citizens.  
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