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Graduate Profile 
Department of Geography 

INTRODUCTION 
Established during the University of Ceylon's foundational era, the Department of 

Geography at the University of Peradeniya stands as a cornerstone of Sri Lankan 

academia. Its trajectory was shaped by the visionary leadership of Sir Ivor Jennings, the 

university’s first Vice-Chancellor, and the pioneering academic contributions of Elsie K. 

Cook. Together, they laid the groundwork for what remains one of the oldest and most 

prestigious geography departments in the country. Our graduate profile reflects the 

Subject Benchmark Statement (SBS) requirement for “integrative and synthesizing” 

abilities and the University of Peradeniya’s goal of providing a “transformative 

experience.” 

 

VISION 

The Department of Geography of the University of Peradeniya aims to be a premier center of 

excellence in geographical education and research, fostering spatial intelligence and 

interdisciplinary learning to interpret and address complex human-environment interactions. 

 

MISSION 
The Department of Geography of the University of Peradeniya strives to deliver an 

integrative geographic education and research that produces competent graduates capable of 

synthesizing diverse environmental and social data to provide sustainable solutions for 

complex environmental and socio-economic challenges. 
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1. Integrative Synthesizer 
Graduate masters the art of synthesis, analyzing the Earth’s surface as a dynamic 

interface where natural environmental systems and social processes meet, collide, 

and coexist. They do not see environmental issues or social problems in isolation; 

instead, they synthesize data from both domains to understand the complex 

interactions between the Earth’s physical systems and human societies. 

 

• Graduates understand the intricate, interconnected relationships between 

physical landscapes and human societies. 

• Graduates evaluate geographic challenges by merging theories and 

methods from multiple academic fields. 

• Graduates merge diverse environmental and social datasets to create a 

cohesive understanding of a specific region. 

 

2. Spatially Informed Specialist 
The graduate is a master of spatial thinking and geospatial technologies. They 

possess high technical proficiency in GIS, Remote Sensing, and cartography, using 

these to understand, analyze, and visualize spatial data and provide evidence-based 

solutions for real-world problems. 

 

• Graduates utilize geospatial software to capture, store, and analyze layered 

geographic data for effective spatial decision-making. 

• Graduates interpret multi-source spatial data to analyze land use 

dynamics and environmental changes over time. 

• Graduates design accurate, informative digital maps and visualizations to 

communicate complex spatial information effectively. 

• Graduates create computer-based simulations to predict geographic trends 

and model potential real-world scenarios. 

 

3. Socially Conscious Problem Solver 
The graduate is a critical thinker who evaluates how spatial decisions affect 

different communities. They employ qualitative and quantitative methods and 

ensure the solutions they propose are inclusive and ethical. 

 

• Graduates conduct immersive fieldwork to understand the lived 

experiences and cultural nuances of local communities. 

• Graduates rigorously question assumptions to identify the root causes of social 

and spatial inequalities. 

• Graduates apply moral principles to ensure that geographic 

interventions do no harm and respect all cultures. 

• Graduates design and manage public spaces that promote social 

interaction and accessibility for all groups. 
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4. Sustainable Development Advocate 
The graduate is an expert in managing the delicate balance between development 

and conservation. With a background in political ecology and environmental 

management, they are prepared to lead initiatives that address climate change, land 

degradation, and sustainable livelihood challenges. 

 

• Graduates implement strategies to protect natural ecosystems while 

supporting human needs. 

• Graduates identify and mitigate the processes that diminish the 

biological or economic productivity of land. 

• Graduates develop frameworks to reduce community vulnerability and enhance 

resilience against natural hazards. 

• Graduates promote the sustainable use of natural resources to preserve them for 

future generations. 

 

 

5. Transformative Leader and Researcher 
They are capable of independent research, adaptable to new technologies, and able to 

communicate complex geographic findings to policymakers and the general public. 

 

• Graduates take the initiative to design and execute original 

investigations into geographic phenomena. 

• Graduates articulate complex geographic findings clearly to both 

academic audiences and the general public. 

• Graduates translate research into actionable insights to influence local and 

national governance. 

• Graduates remain committed to continuously updating their skills and 

knowledge in a rapidly changing world. 
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Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs) 

A. Graduates demonstrate the ability to synthesize knowledge from both physical 

and human geography to analyze the complex, reciprocal relationships between 

natural environments and social systems. 

 

B. Graduates master advanced geospatial technologies, including GIS, Remote 

Sensing, and spatial modeling, to collect, analyze, and visualize multi-

dimensional data for evidence-based decision-making. 

 

C. Graduates apply qualitative research methods and ethical reasoning to address 

social inequalities, ensuring that spatial planning and community interventions 

are inclusive, culturally sensitive, and grounded in the lived experience of space. 

 

D. Graduates evaluate environmental challenges and develop management 

strategies that integrate land conservation, disaster risk reduction, and 

sustainable resource use to foster long-term socio-ecological resilience. 

 

E. Graduates conduct independent, high-impact research and communicate findings 

effectively to diverse stakeholders, demonstrating the leadership and policy 

engagement skills necessary to drive transformative change in the professional 

sphere. 
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