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FACULTY OF ARTS

University of Peradeniya | Sri Lanka

VISION

The Vision of the Faculty of Arts is excellence in education,
research, and creative thinking in the
Social Sciences and Humanities for the betterment of
individuals and society.

MISSION

Its Mission is to produce a graduate who is committed to the advancement of knowledge

through critical and independent scholarship, and is imbued with human qualities and
a sense of duty towards society.
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1.1 Our History

The history of the Faculty of Arts of the University of Peradeniya dates back to the early beginnings of
university education in Sri Lanka. The predecessor to the Faculty of Arts was established in Colombo as part of the
University of Ceylon in two faculties called the Faculty of Arts and the Faculty of Oriental Studies. These two
Faculties were moved to Peradeniya in 1952 and were amalgamated in 1972 to form the Faculty of Arts as it is
known today.

The twenty years from 1952 to 1972 saw the expansion of the Faculties of Arts and Oriental Studies. The
original seven departments of study of the two Faculties were Classics, Economics, English, Geography, History,
Oriental Languages, and Philosophy. The Department of Oriental Languages was divided in 1943 into the four
separate Departments of Sinhala, Tamil, Pali, and Sanskrit. This was followed by the addition of several other
academic disciplines to the Faculty: Law and Arabic in 1945; Sociology, Education and Modern Languages in 1949
(French and German had been taught for many years as subsidiary subjects); Archaeology in 1959; and Buddhist
Philosophy in 1964. The most recent additions to the Faculty are the Departments of Fine Arts, and Law established
respectively in 2001 and 2009. A sub-department of English for the teaching of English as a second language was
set up after svabhasha (i.e., non-English medium) students entered the University. In addition, French is also
available as a subject for the Bachelor of Arts (General) Degree Programme.

The Faculty is one of the premier centres of teaching and research in the humanities and the social sciences
in Sri Lanka. It has a long-established research tradition and a highly respected publication record. It also conducts
the oldest continuing academic seminar series in the Sri Lankan university system, the Ceylon Studies Seminar. In
1942 the Faculty brought out the first academic journal in the social sciences and the humanities to be published
in Sri Lanka, The University of Ceylon Review. After the publication of this journal was discontinued in 1965, the
Faculty commenced the publishing of two separate journals, the Sri Lanka Journal of the Humanities and Modern
Sri Lanka Studies. In 2002 the Faculty commenced publishing two new journals, Sambhavana (in Sinhala) and
Palkhalai (in Tamil).

Individual members of the academic staff of the Faculty of Arts participate in projects funded by many local
and foreign agencies. Members of the Faculty provide consultancy services to various organizations. The
Departments of Arabic and Islamic Civilization, Archaeology, Classical Languages, Economics and Statistics,
Education, English, English Language Teaching, Fine Arts, Geography, History, Information Technology, Law, Pali
and Buddhist Studies, Philosophy, Political Science, Psychology, Sinhala, Sociology, and Tamil provide expertise and
consultancy services to various government agencies.



Undergraduate Prospectus | 2023 Entry | Faculty of Arts | University of Peradeniya

1.2 Administrative Structure of the Faculty of Arts
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1.3 Administration of the Faculty of Arts

1.3.1 Administrative Staff

Dean of the Fac.ulty of Arts
Dr. E.M.P.C.S. Ekanayake

BA (Peradeniya), PGDE (Peradeniya), MEd in Education (UK),
MPhil in Education (Colombo), Doctor of Education (UK)
+94-81-239-2507 | +94-81-238-8933 | dean@arts.pdn.ac.lk

Deputy Registrar (DR)

Ms. H.A.T.N. Amarasena, M. Sc.in HRM (Colombo), M.Sc. in NRM (PGIA,
Peradeniya), B. Sc in Agriculture (Peradeniya), CQHRM (CIPM), Dip. In Business
English (Colombo)

+94-81-239-2506 | dr@arts.pdn.ac.lk

Deputy Registrar (DR)
Ms. P.K. Herath, BA, PGDip. in Mgt., Dip. in Mgt. & Devel. (Peradeniya), Executive
Management (PIM/J'pura) +94-81-239-2501 | dr.admin@arts.pdn.ac.lk
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Deputy Bursar (DB)

Mr.A.l Samarahewa +94-81-239-2510 | samarahewaai@gs.pdn.ac.lk
aruna_samarahewa@yahoo.com

1.3.2 OFFICE OF THE DEAN

Technical Officers and Management Assistants
Involved in Student Matters

STUDENT REGISTRATION

Online Student Registration/ General Degree Online Student Registration /Honours Degree
Programme Programme
Mr. Kasun Munasinghe Mr. M.N.M. llham .
+94-81-239-2503 +94-81-239-2503 a
ba.general@arts.pdn.ac.lk ba.hons@arts.pdn.ac.lk =3

First year student matters /Inquiries and LLB/B.Com/Bed/GIS& BSW Degree programme
Student Requests (SARC)

!

Ms. Nelika Dissanayake Ms. Thushari Jayaweera
+94-81-239-2503 +94-81-239-2503

first-years@arts.pdn.ac.lk
bcom.bed.llb@arts.pdn.ac.lk
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Examinations, Special Needs Resource Centre

Matters/ Classroom and Lecture Theatre Student Scholarships
Reservation
Mr. Sanjaya Keerthiratne +94- Mr. Sanjaya Bandara
81-239 2505 +94-81-239-2510
+94-81-239 2831
exams@arts.pdn.ac.lk res.funds@arts.pdn.ac.lk

snru@arts.pdn.ac.lk

Mahapola, Bursary, and Accommodation Matters Audio Visual Facilities

Ms. N.B.A.S. Nimasha Mr. Roshan Dinamulla
+94-81-239-2503 +94-81-239-2508

bursary.accom@arts.pdn.ac.lk av-two@arts.pdn.ac.lk

Web Updates, Web Developments, Arts Moodle
System, Google Classrooms, Timetable Matters and
Classroom Reservation

IDAS Computer Laboratory Reservation,
G-Suite Related Matters

Mr. Hemantha Kumara Mr. Lahiru Nadeeshaan
+94-81-239-2508 +94-81-239-2508
lab.reserv@arts.pdn.ac.lk web.moodle@arts.pdn.ac.lk
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LBMC/Canteen Transport Facilities
’ Ms. H.M.N.P.Hitihamu Mr.H.P.D.Perera
meetings@arts.pdn.ac.lk Pradeepdilshan@gmail.com
94-81-239-2500 94-81-239-2500
Ethical Review Committee/Procurement Mail Register and Petty Cash

Ms. Nadeeshi Dodanwala
+94-81-239-2500

Ms. Nirmala Ambanwala
+94-81-239-2500

ethical.review@arts.pdn.ac.lk nds.dodanwala@arts.pdn.ac.lk

Finance and Supplies

Mr. Suresh Naganagedara
+94-81-239-2510

fin.sup@arts.pdn.ac.lk



mailto:dilshan@gmail.com
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Recurrent Payments

Mr. Dananjaya
Thilakaratne
+94-81-239-2510

rec.pay@arts.pdn.ac.lk

Ms. Uthika Bandara

+94-81-239-2510

Book Keeper
Ms. W.I.M. Wijesinghe
+94-81-239-2510

Supportive Staff

Mr. E.G. Upul i Ms. D.P. Samawathi
Works Aide Works Aide
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Mr. Nandana Kumarasinghe Mr. Nalin Samarakoon
Works Aide Driver

Mr. Chandana
Siyambalapitige
Lab Attendant

Mr. Dhanushka Perera
Works Aide

Mr. Jayaweera Bandara Mr. Chinthaka De Silva

Driver ' Works Aide

Mr. D.S.G.I.S.B.
Wickramarathna
Vehicle Assistant

Ms.W.G.A.D.D. Wijewardhana
Works Aide

To contact any member above: +94-81-239-2500/ 2503
Location: Office of the Dean | Main Arts Building (MAB) | Map Ref: 02

10
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1.3.3 Heads of Department

Department of Arabic and Islamic Civilization

Mr. M.A.M. Yaseer
BA (Hons), MA, MPhil (Peradeniya)

Department of Archaeology (Acting)
Dr. E.M.P.C.S. Ekanayake

BA (Peradeniya), PGDE (Peradeniya), MEd in Education (UK),
MPhil in Education (Colombo), Doctor of Education (UK)

Department of Classical Languages

Rev. J Dhammaloka

Senior Lecturer

BA (Peradeniya), MPhil (Peradeniya), PhD (Canterbury)

Department of Economics and Statistics
Prof. J.G. Sri Ranjith
BA (Peradeniya), MA (UBC, Canada), PhD (NMSU, USA)

Department of Education
Dr. K.S.H.M.V.W.W. Senevirathne
BSc, PGDE, MPhil, PhD (Peradeniya)

Department of English
Dr. Nandaka Maduranga Kalugampitiya

BA (Hons) in English (Peradeniya), MA in Linguistics (Ohio, USA), PhD in
Interdisciplinary Arts (Ohio, USA)

11
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Department of English Language Teaching (DELT)
Dr. P.R.K.A. Vitharana
BSc (Open University), MSc (Peradeniya), PhD (Peradeniya)

Department of Fine Arts
Prof. Sudarshana Bandara
BA (Peradeniya) , MPhil (Peradeniya), PhD (PGIAR)

Department of Geography
Prof. T.W.M. Tilak Wijethunga Bandara
BA (Peradeniya), Mphil (NTNU Norway), PhD (Madras,India)

Department of History

Prof. K.M. Rohitha Dasanayaka (Acting Head)
BA (Hons) in History, MA (Kelaniya), PhD (India)

Department of Law

Dr.Kalana Senaratne
LL.B. (University of London); LL.M. (University College London);PhD (University of

Hong Kong)

kalana@arts.pdn.ac.lk/kalanack@gmail.com

12
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Department of Pali and Buddhist Studies
Prof. H. M. Mahinda Herath
BA (Hons), MA, PhD (Peradeniya)

Department of Philosophy
Prof. H.R.N.P.K. Handagama
BA (Hons) (Peradeniya), Mphil (Peradeniya), PhD (Kelaniya)

Department of Political Science
Prof. G.D.R.U.U. Abeyrathne
BA (Hons) in Political Science, MPhil (Peradeniya), PhD (India)

Department of Psychology

Dr.B.D.A.D.N.Bulathwatta
Senior Lecturer, Department of Psychology Ph.D (Leipzig), M.Sc.(Valencia, Spain),
B.A.(Peradeniya)

asankabulathwatta@gmail.com

13
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Department of Sinhala

Mr.Mangala Dissanayake
MA (India), MA (BPU), BA (Peradeniya)
Language Studies, Linguistics

Department of Sociology

Dr. W.M.S.M.K. Thoradeniya
BA (Hons) in Sociology, MA (Peradeniya), LPhil, PhD (Gothenburg)

Department of Tamil
Prof. S. Pirashanthan

BA (Hons) in Tamil (Peradeniya), MPhil in Tamil (Peradeniya),
PhD (Annamalai)

Department of Information Technology

Prof. T.M.S.S.K.Yatigammana Ekanayake

BSc in Bio Sciences, PGDE, MSc in Science Education, Postgraduate Diploma in IT
Education (Peradeniya), Postgraduate Diploma in Research Methods (University
of Bristol, UK), PhD in Educational Technology (University of Bristol, UK)

14
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2.1 Structure of the Academic Programmes

The Faculty of Arts has adopted a semester-based Course Unit System, which includes continuous
assessment in addition to the semester-long academic programme typically of fifteen weeks duration and
end-semester examinations. The Course Unit System provides greater flexibility and choice to both
students and teachers for an improved learning and teaching experience.

2.2 Semester Breakdown

All the undergraduate degree programmes of the Faculty are structured according to the Semester
breakdown as follows:

Academic Year

First
Second
Third
Fourth

Level Semester | Semester ||
1000 1 2
2000 3 4
3000 5 6
4000 7 8

2.3 Regulations Governing the Undergraduate Study Programmes of the Faculty of Arts

1. Academic Year
An academic year consists of two semesters lasting twenty (20) weeks each, including the time
period for all assessments/ examinations. This includes fifteen (15) weeks for the academic
programme, one (01) week for the mid-semester recess, and four (04) weeks for the end-semester
examination. The academic calendar shall specify the date of commencement and date of
completion of an academic year.

2. Definition of Contact Hours, Notional Hours, and Credits

2.1 Credits comprise direct contact hours between teacher and student in the teaching-
learning process.

2.1.1  One clock hour (01) of lectures/ discussions/ tutorials is equal to one (01) contact hour.

2.1.2 Two (02) practical clock hours are equal to one (01) contact hour.

2.1.3  Three (03) fieldwork clock hours are equal to one (01) contact hour.

2.1.4 Fifteen (15) contact hours are equal to one (01) credit.

2.2 Notional Hours, computed from the point of view of students, include the time students
spend on lectures/ discussions/ tutorials/ practical sessions/ fieldwork (direct contact
hours), time spent on self-learning, preparation for assignments, carrying out assignments
and assessments etc.

2.2.1 One (01) credit is equal to fifty (50) notional hours for taught courses, practical courses,
and field-based study courses.

2.2.2 One (01) credit is equal to hundred (100) notional hours for Internship, Dissertation,

Fieldwork Project, and Creative Work Project.

15
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Compulsory Courses
All courses that a student is required to complete a degree programme shall be considered
compulsory courses.

Optional Courses
All courses that a student chooses to follow from a list of courses shall be considered optional
courses.

Non-credit (not counted for the GPA) Courses

The maximum number of non-credit courses that a student can offer during an academic
programme shall be twelve (12) credits for any honours degree student and six (06) credits for a
general degree student. A student can offer only three (03) credit equivalents of non-credit courses
in a semester. Non-credit courses shall not be counted for calculating the GPA and, therefore,
completion of non-credit courses is not required to complete a respective degree programme. A
student who is offering a non-credit course must fulfil all the requirements of the course stipulated
in the syllabus of the course. Non-credit courses shall be listed in the transcripts.

Independent Study Courses

This is a course that involves only academic guidance provided by a lecturer. These courses can be
offered as credit (GPA) courses or non-credit (non-GPA) courses. Independent study courses, if
any, should be specified in the Programme Structure of the respective degree programme. These
courses shall not exceed six (06) credits of the courses that are counted for the GPA. Independent
study courses are offered only at the 4000 level.

Audit Courses

A student can follow a particular course as an audit course which shall not be considered for
completing the degree programme. The department shall specify requirements pertaining to an
audit course to be completed by a student. Audit courses shall not be counted for calculating the
GPA. Such courses shall not be listed in the transcripts. A letter indicating that the student has
audited a particular course shall be issued on request by the relevant department upon obtaining
reports from the relevant lecturer/s. Such a letter shall be issued only to those students who have
fulfilled the 80% attendance requirement of the audited course/s.

Essential Skills Courses and Dissertation

8.1 All BA Honours, BEd, BSc, BCom, BSW, and BA General Degree students must offer
eighteen (18) credits and LLB students eleven (11) credits of essential skills courses at the
1000 level in addition to courses from the main disciplines. A list of compulsory essential
skills courses offered at the 1000 level are:

16
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8.4

8.5
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Course Title Status | Credits | Notional
Hours
ESS 1001: Basic Mathematics C 03 150
ESS 1002: Communication Skills C 03 150
ESS 1003: Logical Reasoning C 03 150
ESS 1004: ICT Skills C 03 150
ESS 1005: Basic Statistics C 02 100
ESS 1006: Personality, Leadership and Ethics C 02 100
ESS 1007: Critical Thinking C 02 100

All Bachelor of Arts (Hons), BSc, BCom, and LLB degree students must offer three (03)
credits (300 notional hours) and all BEd degree students four (04) credits (400 notional
hours) worth Internship Project OR Fieldwork Project OR Creative Work Project at the
4000 level as prescribed in the programme structure of each degree programme:

Course Code and Title Status Credits Notional
Hours
ESS 4995 / MGT 4997: Internship, OR C 03 300

ESS 4996: Fieldwork Project, OR
ESS 4997: Creative Work Project

All BA Honours, BSc, BCom, LLB, and BEd students must offer eight (08) credits (800
notional hours) of Dissertation in partial fulfilment of the degree. Students shall register
for the Dissertation in the second semester of the 3000 level and shall continue to offer it
as an incomplete course to be completed at the first or the second semester of the 4000
level as stipulated in the programme structure of each degree programme. The written
dissertation shall be submitted by the student to the Senior Assistant Registrar (SAR)/
Assistant Registrar (AR) of the Faculty of Arts on or before the last date of the end of the
Second Semester Examination of the 4000 level.

BA Honours, BEd, BSc, BCom, and LLB degree programmes may offer the General
Quantitative Aptitude course of three (03) credits as a compulsory or an optional course
as identified in the programme structure of each degree programme.

Visually impaired students with difficulty in following ESS 1001: Basic Mathematics and

ESS 1005: Basic Statistics shall be given the option to substitute these two Essential Skills
courses with any two other three (03) credit courses from the 1000 level.

17
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Programme Structure of a Degree:

The programme structure of each degree programme shall specify courses offered in each
academic year with course codes, course titles, credits and notional hours of each course,
and whether a course is compulsory or optional.

Courses and Levels
Courses are offered at four (04) levels from 1000-4000. In order to complete the degree, students
shall offer the required number of credits and notional hours from each level:

First year level courses 1000 - 1999
Second year level courses 2000 - 2999
Third year level courses 3000 - 3999
Fourth year level courses 4000 — 4999

Courses from outside the Main Disciplines

All Bachelor of Arts (Hons) degree students may be allowed to take up to twelve (12) credits (600
notional hours) of courses from outside the honours degree discipline. The relevant department
may specify the courses to be taken from outside the main discipline and shall specify the
requirements and courses in the programme structure of each degree programme.

Minimum and Maximum Number of Credits and Notional Hours

111

11.2

The maximum number of credits that can be offered by a student per semester shall be
twenty-four (24) credits subject to availability and timetabling with the exception of re-
take courses. This includes the equivalent credit value of the non-credit (non-GPA) courses
if taken.

All undergraduate students must offer a minimum of one thousand five hundred (1500)
notional hours of courses per year consistent with SLQF guidelines.

Registration

121

Registration for Studentship in the University of Peradeniya:

New students shall be registered by the University of Peradeniya at a date determined by
the Faculty upon receipt of the UGC list of selected students by the Faculty. The stipulated
time period and maximum time period to complete a degree shall commence from the
date of registration.

All registered students should renew their registration within the period specified by the
Faculty at the beginning of each academic year. If a student fails to renew his/her
registration, he/she should make a written request to the Dean of the Faculty for
permission for late registration by giving a reason/s for not renewing the registration on

time. The Dean reserves the right to accept or reject the reason/s stated (Adoption of revised
policy decisions on “deferment of registration” and “leave of absence for registered students” approved by the
university council at its 507t meeting).

18
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Registration for Courses:

Students shall register for courses within fourteen (14) days from the first day of the
semester. A course can be added or dropped (withdrawn) within three weeks (21 days)
from the first day of the semester. When adding a course, the student shall obtain
authorization from the Head of the relevant department. Even if a student fails to
complete a course which has not been recorded as dropped (withdrawn), it will still be
counted for the degree.

It is mandatory for all fulltime students of the University to register for their academic
programmes on time and attend regularly to the prescribed work of their academic
programme without discontinuity, to the satisfaction of the Dean of the Faculty, barring

compelling circumstances (Adoption of revised policy decisions on “deferment of registration” and “leave of
absence for registered students” approved by the university council at its 507t" meeting).

Whenever a registered student fails or is unable to attend an academic programme for
an unspecified period of time, the student or his/her parent/ guardian should inform the
Dean of the faculty immediately when such inability is recognized. However, within 02
weeks of such notice, the student should ensure to send a written communique’ to this

effect to the Dean or the Senior Assistant/ Assistant Registrar of the Faculty (adoption of
revised policy decisions on “deferment of registration” and “leave of absence for registered students” approved by the
university council at its 507t meeting).

Registration for Honours Degrees:

Registration for BA Honours, BCom, and BEd degree programmes requires the approval of
the relevant Department. Students shall obtain the approval of the Dean to change from
one honours degree to another with the recommendation of the two Heads of relevant
Departments. Additional Intake (Al) students for special subjects shall only be allowed to
follow the honours degree discipline for which such students have been admitted.

Registration for Bachelor of Arts General Degree Programme:

Students who have not been selected to follow the Bachelor of Arts Honours, BCom or
BEd degree programmes shall follow a Bachelor of Arts General Degree programme. Such
students should register for the Bachelor of Arts General degree with the recommendation
of the Heads of Departments of the main disciplines offered for the degree.

Inter-university Transfer:

In order to transfer from the University of Peradeniya to another university as well as to
the University of Peradeniya from another university, the recommendation of the Deans
of the respective universities and the approval of the UGC is required. Transfer of credits
shall be allowed on a case by case evaluation. Inter-university transfers shall not be
allowed after the end of the first semester of 1000 level.

19
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13. Undergraduate Degree Programmes Offered by the Faculty of Arts
13.1  Degree Programmes Offered:
Title of the Degree Programme Structure Medium/Media
Offered*
1 | Bachelor of Arts (General) 1+2 S|nh§Ia, Tamil,
English
2 Bachelor of Arts Honours in Arabic Studies 143 Tamil
3 Bachelor of Arts Honours in Pali Studies 1+3 Sinhala, English
4 Bachelor of Arts Honours in Buddhist Studies 1+3 Sinhala, English
5 Bachelor of Arts Honours in Greek and Roman Studies 1+3 English
6 Bachelor of Arts Honours in Islamic Studies 1+3 Tamil
7 Bachelor of Arts Honours in Sanskrit 1+3 Sinhala, English
8 Bachelor of Arts Honours in Psychology 1+3 English
9 | Bachelor of Arts Honours in Economics 143 Smhgla, English,
Tamil
10 | Bachelor of Arts Honours in Geography 1+3 English
11 | Bachelor of Arts Honours in Political Science 1+3 Smhéla, Tamil,
English
12 | Bachelor of Arts Honours in Sociology 1+3 Sinhala, English
13 | Bachelor of Arts Honours in History 143 Smhgla, Tamil,
English
14 | Bachelor of Arts Honours in English 1+3 English
15 | Bachelor of Arts Honours in Fine Arts 143 Sinhala
16 | Bachelor of Arts Honours in Archaeology 143 Sinhala, English
17 B.achelor of Arts Honours in Sinhala Language, 143 Sinhala
Literature, and Culture
18 | Bachelor of Arts Honours in Tamil 1+3 Tamil
inhala, Tamil
19 | Bachelor of Arts Honours in Philosophy 1+3 Sin aa, famt,
English
1000 Level(S/T/E)
20 | Bachelor of Commerce (Hons) 1+3 2000/3000/4000(E)
. Sinhala, English,
21 | Bachelor of Education (Hons) 143 .
Tamil
22 | Bachelor of Laws 4 English

20




Bachelor of Science in Geographical Information
Science (Hons)
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4 English

24 ‘ Bachelor of Social Work (Hons) ‘ 4 Sinhala, English

* The Departments of study may change the medium of instruction with the approval of the Faculty
Board, and certain degree programmes will be offered in the bilingual medium.

14.

15.

13.2 Intake Policy:
The intake of students to all BA, BCom, and BEd degree programmes shall include
Arts Normal, Arts Additional (for special subjects), and Arts Special intakes as decided
by the UGC. The Additional Intake (Al) students shall not be allowed to change the
initial subject/s of intake. The LLB, BSc in GIS, and BSW degree programmes shall have
the direct intake of students as decided by the UGC.

13.3 Additional Intake (Al) Students for special subjects shall select the discipline/s for
which they have been admitted under that intake as the main discipline/s of the
Bachelor of Arts Honours OR Bachelor of Arts General degree programmes.

134 Any new Bachelors’ degree programme introduced in the Faculty shall be subject to
the regulations herein stated unless and otherwise specific changes to regulations
are prescribed by the Senate when such degree programmes are being approved.

Change of Main Discipline in the General Degree

General degree students of the normal intake who wish to change one of their main disciplines
may do so only in the first semester of the 2000 level. In such a case, the two 1000 level courses
that have been taken during the first year must be replaced with two new 1000 level courses
of the newly chosen discipline and they shall be completed in the first and second semesters
respectively of the second academic year. These new courses shall be considered as retakes.
Requests to change one of the main disciplines shall be forwarded to the Dean’s Office within
fourteen (14) days of the beginning of the first semester of the second academic year with the
consent of the relevant Heads of Department.

Level-based Requirements
15.1 All students of BA Honours, BCom, BSc, and BSW degree programmes shall complete
the following level-based requirements to complete the degree:

Level Credits Notional Hours
1000 36 1800
2000 30 1500
3000 30 1500
4000 29 2000
Total 125 6800
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15.2  All students of BEd degree programme shall complete the following
level-based requirements to complete the degree:

Level Credits Notional Hours
1000 36 1800
2000 31 1550
3000 31 1550
4000 27 1950
Total 125 6850

15.3  All students of LLB degree programmes shall complete the following
level-based requirements to complete the degree:

Level Credits Notional Hours
1000 31 1550
2000 35 1750
3000 34 1700
4000 24 1750
Total 124 6750

15.4  All students of BA General degree programme shall complete the
following level-based requirements to complete the degree:

Level Credits Notional Hours
1000 36 1800
2000 30 1500
3000 28 1500
Total 94 4800

15.5  The courses with specified credits/ notional hours offered in each semester for the degree
programmes shall be prescribed in the programme structure of each degree programme
consistent with SLQF guidelines and as approved by the Senate.

Transfer of Credits

Transfer of credits may be allowed to and from undergraduate degree programmes of the Faculty
to facilitate student exchange programmes. The transferred credits and notional hours of each
course shall be compatible with the credits and notional hours of courses from both institutions.
Credit transfers to the undergraduate study programmes of the Faculty shall be allowed only from
the national and international universities that have an equivalent semester course unit system.
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The approval of the Faculty Board with the recommendation of the relevant Department/s is
required for such credit transfers. Those students who wish to transfer credits to the Faculty shall
present original transcripts from relevant universities.

Selection for the BA (Hons), BCom Degree, and BEd Degree Programmes:

17.1

17.2

17.3

17.4

17.5

17.6

Applications for BA (Hons), BCom, and BEd degree Programmes shall be called after
releasing the 1000 level examination results from eligible students. A student who
obtains a minimum average of a B grade for both courses at 1000 level from the BA (Hons)
degree and from the main discipline of the BCom degree, and at least C- grade for all
other 1000 level courses that are considered for GPA shall be eligible to be selected for
the relevant honours degree. Students who obtain an average B grade for the honours
degree discipline and C- for other courses with 3.5 overall GPA shall be ranked from the
highest grade point and may be eligible to be selected. Out of the total students who
become eligible under these two criteria, the required number of students shall be
selected from those who have scored the highest average grade point to follow the
relevant honours degree programme. The number of students admitted to each honours
degree programme shall be determined by the availability of cadres and physical
resources.

A student shall obtain a minimum GPA of 2.5 for all courses considered for GPA in the
first semester of 1000 level for the BEd degree programme, with at least C- grade for all
courses considered for GPA. Eligible students shall be ranked from the highest GPA and
the required number of students shall then be selected. The number of students for the
B.Ed degree programme shall be determined by considering the cadres and physical
resources available.

Those who wish to register as English medium students shall pass the Standard English
Language Test conducted by the Faculty.

To impose additional requirement/s for the selection to each BA (Hons), BCom, and BEd
degree programmes, the approval of the Faculty Board shall be obtained each year.

Additional Intake students (Al registration numbers) for special subjects must select the
discipline for which they have been admitted to the University by the UGC as the main
discipline of the honours degree.

Transfer students shall have fulfilled the above and any other requirements as stipulated
by the departments and acceptable to the Faculty Board.

The Selection Criteria of LLB, BSW, and BSc in GIS Degree Programmes:
The selection criteria of LLB, BSW, and BSc in GIS degree programmes shall be determined by the

UGC.
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Dissertation

Completion of the dissertation is a partial requirement to obtain the honours degree from the
Faculty of Arts. The dissertation is valued at eight credits (08), eight hundred (800) notional hours,
recognizing the high level of effort required to produce it. Studentare requested to follow common
dissertation writing and evaluation guidelines of the faculty.

Internship Project OR Fieldwork Project OR Creative Work Project

All honours degree students may offer either Internship Project or Fieldwork Project or Creative
Work Project in the 4000 level as specified in the programme structure of each degree programme.
The credits and notional hours of this course for all the honours degree programmes are three (03)
and three hundred (300) respectively with the exception of the BEd degree programme. The credits
and notional hours of this course for BEd programme are four (04) and four hundred (400)
respectively. Student are requested to follow learning and evaluation guidelines for this course
prepaired by the Faculty.

Time Period to Complete a Degree Programme

21.1 Stipulated Time Period to Complete a Degree:

The stipulated time period to complete the BA (Hons), BCom, BSc, BEd, BSW, and LLB degree
programmes shall be four (04) academic years, and the BA General Degree Programme shall be
three (03) academic years from the date of registration at the University of Peradeniya. The period
of deferments and/or leave of absence granted on medical grounds and/or foreign scholarships
and/or any other reasons acceptable to the Faculty Board shall be excluded for computing the
stipulated time period.

21.2 Maximum Time Period of Registration Allowed to Complete a Degree:

The maximum period of registration of a student will be a period eqvivalant to double the

stipulated time period for his/her respectiive degree programme (Adoption of revised policy decisions on
“deferment of registration” and “leave of absence for registered students” approved by the university council at its 507t" meeting).

The maximum time period of studentship for BA (Hons), BCom, BSc, BEd, BSW and LLB degree
programmes shall be eight (08) academic years and for BA General degree programme shall be six
(06) academic years.

The period of deferments and/or leave of absence granted on any other reasons (not accepted by
the Faculty Board) shall be included for computing the maximum time period. The studentship of
those students who exceed the maximum time period given to complete the degree programme
shall be cancelled.
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Deferment

The deferments are considered only if the student is registered for the respective degree
programme and has not taken any examination of the University. The total period of deferment
granted shall not exceed two academic years, including those granted on medical grounds.

If any student wishes to get his/her registration deferred at the time of registration, he/she

ShOUld; (Adoption of revised policy decisions on “deferment of registration” and “leave of absence for registered students”
approved by the university council at its 507t meeting).

i. register with the University of Peradeniya,
ii. register for the academic programme in the Faculty of Arts,
iii. make a written request to the Faculty for a deferment (only requests with reasons
acceptable to the Faculty Board will be entertained).

When the deferment is granted,;

i the period of deferment shall not exceed one academic year except on approved
medical grounds*,
ii. the total period of deferment granted shall not exceed two academic years including
the period granted on medical grounds*,
iii. the period of such deferment recommended by the Faculty Board and approved by
the University Admissions Committee will be excluded from the stipulated time

period specified for the respective degree programme.

(Adoption of revised policy decisions on “deferment of registration” and “leave of absence for registered students” approved by
the university council at its 507t" meeting).

* Note: - Medical Certificates submitted should be accepted by the Chief Medical Officer/
Medical Board of the University of Peradeniya.

22.1 Deferment on Medical Grounds:

Deferments on medical grounds shall be allowed up to two (02) academic years. The period of
deferment on medical ground shall be excluded from computing the stipulated time period. A
student who obtained deferment under this category shall be eligible for a class if the degree is
completed within the stipulated time period. The period of such deferment shall be included for
calculating the maximum time period to complete a degree.

22.2 Deferment under Foreign Scholarships:

Deferments under foreign scholarships shall be allowed up to one (01) academic year. The period
of deferments granted under this category shall be excluded from computing the stipulated time
period. A student who obtained deferment under this category shall be eligible for a class if the
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degree is completed within the stipulated time period. The period of such deferment shall be
included for calculating the maximum time period to complete a degree.

22.3 Deferment on other reasons accepted by the Faculty Board

Deferments on other reasons accepted by the Faculty Board shall be allowed up to one (01)
academic year. The period of deferments allowed under this category shall be excluded from
computing the stipulated time period to complete a degree. A student who obtained a deferment
under this category shall be eligible for a class if the degree is completed within the stipulated
time period. The period of such deferment shall be included for calculating maximum time period
to complete a degree.

22.4 All requests for deferments shall be made with valid evidence.

22.5 If the student fails to commence the academic programme from the first day upon
completion of his/ her deferment, the studentship of such students shall be cancelled.

22.6 Requests for deferments as well as cancellation of studentship require the approval of
the Faculty Board and the Senate Admissions Committee of the University.

Leave of Absence

A student may request for leave of absence for medical grounds*, foreign scholarship or any
other reasons while following the academic programme and after siting for one or more
examinations of the University. Such leave as recommended by the Faculty Board and approved
by the Senate Admissions Committee shall be excluded from the stipilated time period specified

for the respective degree programme (Adoption of revised policy decisions on “deferment of registration” and
“leave of absence for registered students” approved by the university council at its 507" meeting).

After obtaining “leave of absence” the student is still eligible to earn a class if he/she completes

the degree within the stipulated time period (Adoption of revised policy decisions on “deferment of registration”
and “leave of absence for registered students” approved by the university council at its 507t" meeting).

23.1 Leave of Absence on Medical Grounds:

Astudent must apply in writing to the Dean of the Faculty for leave of absence on medical grounds
with valid medical reports. If the medical reports are approved by the Chief Medical Officer/
Medical Board, leave of absence shall be granted. The period of leave of absence on medical
grounds shall be excluded for computing the stipulated time period for the completion of the
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degree. A student who has been granted leave of absence on medical grounds must complete
the degree programme within such stipulated time period to be eligible for a class. The period of
such leave shall be included for calculating the maximum time period to complete a degree
programme.

23.2 Leave of Absence on Approved Scholarships:

Leave of absence on scholarships shall be granted up to one year for foreign scholarships
approved by the Faculty. The period of leave of absence, in this case, shall be excluded for
computing the stipulated time period. A student shall be eligible for a class if the degree is
completed within the stipulated time period. However, the period of such leave shall be included
for calculating the maximum time period to complete a degree programme.

23.3 Leave of Absence on Other Grounds:

Leave of absence shall be granted on other grounds accepted by the Faculty Board and the Senate
Admissions Committee. The period of leave of absence in this case shall be included for
computing the stipulated time period to complete a degree. A student shall be eligible for a class
if the degree is completed within the stipulated time period. The period of such leave shall be
included for calculating the maximum time period to complete a degree programme.

Following reasons are accepted by the Faculty Board to consider under this category.

I. Medical reasons of immediate family members who need to be taken care of by the
the student.

II. Economic reasons certified by the Grama Niladari and endorsed by the Divisional
Secretary.

I1l. Death of an immediate family member/guardian

IV. Personal reasons which are of a strictly confidential nature and not revealed by
the student.

The student is requested to reveal the reasons or discuss the matter with the Faculty Board
appointed Consular Officer. The Faculty Board shall decide to grant/ not grant the request based
on the Consular Officers’ recommendation.

Leave of Absence with a reason/s other than above may also be considered for granting leave
of absence provided that the period of leave of absence is not excluded from the stipulated time

period specified for the respective degree programme (Adoption of revised policy decisions on “deferment of
registration” and “leave of absence for registered students” approved by the university council at its 507t meeting).
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23.4 The approval of the Senate Admissions Committee of the University shall be obtained
for granting leave of absence.

Extensions of Studentship

241 Extensions beyond the Stipulated Time Period and within the Maximum Time Period:

24.1.1 Extensions on Medical Grounds:
Extensions beyond the stipulated time period for students of BA General and BA (Hons), BCom,
BSc, BEd, BSW, and LLB degrees shall be granted on medical grounds and when if such medical
reports are approved by the Chief Medical Officer (CMO)/Medical Board. Such extensions shall
be granted up to the maximum time period allowed to complete a degree programme. Students
shall not be eligible for a class in this case.

24.1.2  Extensions on Foreign Scholarships:

Extensions beyond the stipulated time period for students of BA General and BA (Hons), BCom,
BSc, BEd, BSW, and LLB degrees shall be granted to students who participate in foreign
scholarship programmes. Such extensions shall be granted up to the maximum time period
allowed to complete a degree programme. Students shall not be eligible for a class in this case.

24.1.3  Extensions on Other Grounds:

Extensions beyond the stipulated time period for students of BA General degree, BA (Hons),
BCom, BSc, BEd, BSW, and LLB degrees shall be granted on other grounds (not on medical or
scholarships). Such extensions shall be granted up to the maximum time period allowed to
complete a degree programme. A student shall not be eligible for a class in this case.

24.2  Extensions beyond the Maximum Time Period:

Extensions shall not be granted beyond the maximum time period allowed to complete a degree
programme under any circumstance.

24.3  Allrequests for extensions must be submitted with evidence.

24.4  All decisions on extensions require the approval of the Senate Admission Committee of
the University.
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Withdrawal from the Bachelor of Arts Honours Degree Programme

Students shall be allowed to transfer to the Bachelor of Arts General Degree programme from an
Honours degree programme with the approval of the Dean upon the recommendation by the
relevant Head/s of Department before the commencement of the first semester of the 3000 level.
The student must complete all the requirements for the Bachelor of Arts General Degree to obtain
the degree within the maximum time period allowed to complete a degree programme.

English Language Competency Requirement

All students of Bachelor of Arts Honours, Bachelor of Arts General, Bachelor of Education,
Bachelor of Commerce, Bachelor of Social Work, Bachelor of Laws, and Bachelor of Science in
Geographical Information Science degree programmes shall complete and pass the “Certificate
in Intermediate Competence in English” offered at the 2000 level to complete the requirement
to obtain the degree within the maximum time period allowed to complete a degree programme.

Evaluation of Academic Performance of Students or Examinations

27.1 Evaluation/ Examination:
The Departments shall strictly follow the scheme of evaluation/ examination approved
by the Senate for each course. The detailed scheme of assessment/ examination shall be
included in the lesson plan (C-1 Form) including the deadlines for submitting assignments
and semester papers. The lesson plans for each semester shall require the approval of
the academic staff meeting of the Department. In considering assessment, the academic
staff meeting shall consider and determine the total notional hours a student will have
to spend for each course as well as all courses for the semester, which shall be compatible
with the total notional hours per semester and an academic year according to SLQF
guidelines. The approved lesson plans (C-1 Form) shall be made available to students at
the beginning of each course in each semester. The Heads of Department shall submit
copies of all lesson plans to the Dean of the Faculty for the record of quality assurance
activities.

27.2 Grades and Grade Points:
The examiners will assess the academic performance of students on marks ranging from
0 to 100. Grades shall be decided on standardized final marks. Each Grade shall carry a
Grade Point. Grade Points ranges from 0 - 4.0. Grade Points and corresponding Grades
of F to A/A+ shall be determined according to the following table. The grade F indicates

failure.
A+=4.00 B+=3.30 C+=2.30 D+=1.30
A =4.00 B =3.00 C =2.00 D =1.00
A- =3.70 B- =2.70 C- =1.70 F =0.00
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A marking guide or an outline of marking or a marking scheme shall be prepared with
respect to each question paper by the setter/s of examination papers of the end
semester examinations and it/they shall be submitted to the Department/ Dean’s
office by the setter/s along with question paper/s.

Calculation of GPA:
The GPA for each student is calculated using the formula GPA = Zci of /Z:ci where

ciand g; are respectively the number of credits and the grade point for the it" course.

Marking by second examiners shall be compulsory for all answer scripts of end-
semester examinations.

The Departments shall undertake an external review of samples of question papers
and answer scripts at the end of each year for reviewing quality and standards.

Make-Up Examinations for End-Semester:

Make-up examinations for end-semester examinations shall be allowed under
approved medical grounds only at the second semester of the 4000 level for Honours
degree students and at the second semester of the 3000 level for General degree
students and at the first or second semester of the 1000 level (First Year) for Arts
degree programme provided that the student informs the Department within 7 days
from the date of the examination. The Department shall hold make-up examinations
before submitting marks to the Faculty Examination Board following normal
examination rules and regulations.

Students who fail to sit the end-semester examinations on medical grounds shall sit
the end semester examination/s at the next available opportunity, and such attempts
shall not be considered retake examinations. Students who fail to sit the end-semester
examinations on grounds other than medical shall sit the end semester examination/s
at the next available opportunity, and such attempts shall be considered retake
examinations. Students must complete all such examinations within the maximum
time period allowed to complete a degree programme. Such students shall be eligible
for a class.
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Retaking of Courses:

If a student obtains a grade F for a course in any semester, she/he shall retake the
course when it is offered next with the grade of retake replacing the original grade (F).
Only three retake attempts are allowed for any course, and the maximum grade
obtainable on a retake is C. Extensions should be requested if the student has
completed the stipulated time period. The student shall complete this requirement
within the maximum time period allowed to complete a degree programme.

Retaking of courses with grade “D”:

If a student obtains a grade of D+ or D for a course in any semester, she/he may retake
the course when it is offered next with the grade of the retake replacing the original
grade (D+ or D), and the maximum grade obtainable on a retake is C.

Retaking of Optional Courses:

When a failed course is an optional course, the student may, with the approval of the
Head of the Department/s concerned and with the approval of the Dean, substitute
and complete an alternative course. Such courses shall also be considered retake
courses.

The university regulations on violations of examination rules shall be applicable to all
components of continuous assessment and end semester examinations.

Results of each semester shall be released within three (03) months of the last date of
examination/s.

Scrutiny Boards and Moderation Boards:
Scrutiny board/s and moderation boards shall be appointed within each department
to ensure the smooth functioning of the evaluation procedure.

Each Department shall appoint Moderation Boards to moderate question papers
from the Senate approved examiners. Head of the Department shall chair the
Moderation Board/s. All question papers shall be moderated by this Board. In
moderating question papers, the Board/s shall consider the syllabus approved by the
Senate, lesson plan (C-1 Form), intended learning outcomes of the course, and
assessment scheme stipulated therein.

Each Department shall appoint Scrutiny Boards comprising of examiners appointed
by the Senate. The Scrutiny Board/s shall be chaired by the Head of Department. Prior
to holding the Department Scrutiny Board meeting, the Head of the Department shall
notify grades of all courses to students. If a student requests to observe answer
scripts, the Head and the examiner/s shall make the answer scripts of the relevant
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student available to the student for observation in the presence of the Head and the
examiner/s. All course grades shall be reviewed and necessary adjustments, if any,
shall be effected by the Scrutiny Board/s by way of standardization before the grades
are sent to the Faculty Examination Board. All complaints regarding grades must be
inquired into and dealt with by the Scrutiny Board/s before marks are sent to the
Faculty Examination Board. All grades of courses must be approved by the Scrutiny
Board/s and duly signed off by the members before they are sent to the Faculty
Examination Board. Departments shall not be allowed to change grades or marks
once they have been submitted to the Senior Assistant Registrar (SAR)/Assistant
Registrar (AR) of the Faculty.

27.12 Provision of Transcripts to Students:

27.12.1

27.12.2

27.12.3

27.13

All students will be provided with a transcript each semester by the Dean’s Office. The
transcript will include the course code, title of the course, letter grade and the grade
points (GPA) for credit and non-credit courses, the medium in which the course was
offered, and any sub-specialization (or streams). The transcript will also have a legend
that explains the grades, GPA, and other necessary details. At the end of the degree
programme, a full transcript of the degree will be provided upon payment of a
prescribed fee with the above details and the final GPA and class (if any).

A transcript for each semester shall be issued to students from the Dean’s Office.

Upon completion of the degree, a final transcript of the degree shall be issued to the
graduates upon payment of a prescribed fee.

Class Participation Requirement:

In line with University policy, the students are required to fulfil 80% class participation
for learning activities in each course. The lecturer of each course shall submit the list
of ineligible students of each course to the Head of the Department who shall submit
all ineligible lists of the Department to the Senior Assistant Registrar (SAR)/ Assistant
Registrar (AR) of the Faculty before the last date of the 15" week of the semester. The
lecturer must maintain records of student attendance at lectures and/or discussion
classes and information regarding assignments, etc. Operational guidelines on 80%
class participation shall be determined by the Faculty Board.

28.  Teaching Evaluation

28.1

Student Feedback on Teaching:

It is mandatory for each Department to implement student feedback on teaching survey
and take action accordingly. The Departments should follow the guidelines approved by
the Faculty Board for this purpose.
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Peer Review of Teaching:

Peer review of teaching shall be conducted by all Departments at each semester with
respect to all courses as prescribed in the relevant guidelines approved by the Faculty
Board.

Teaching Excellence Awards:

Teaching excellence awards shall be awarded by the Dean to lecturers with the
concurrence of the Faculty Board in each semester following the relevant guidelines
approved by the Faculty Board.

Programme Evaluation
In line with the National and the University Quality Assurance Guidelines, the Departments shall
undertake programme review and revision as compulsory activities:

29.1

29.2

29.3

29.4

29.5

The Departments shall undertake study programme reviews at the completion of each
academic year.

The Departments shall undertake programme reviews and revisions at the completion
of each four years for Honours degrees, and three years for the General degree.

For curriculum review and revision, there shall be a Departmental Curriculum
Development Committee chaired by the Head of the Department, and a Faculty
Curriculum Development Committee chair