‘WJC COURSE DESCRIPTIONS —FALL 2020‘

* This 1s the list of course descriptions as of October 2019 and it is subject to change.

JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE COURSE (JLC) (in Japanese)
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JAPAN' S CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY COURSE (JCS) (in English)

JAPAN' S CONTEMPORARY CULTURE COURSE (JCC) (in English)

|JCS/J CC-2011 Introduction to Japan and Hakata Studies I: History and Culture (Ichiki)|

$compulsory

This course intends to give students basic knowledge on Fukuoka / Hakata where we spend our
daily lives. Fukuoka / Hakata has a long history and rich cultural tradition. It is one of the
most developed areas in ancient Japan, and one of the most important ports in medieval Japan.
Thus, students will be exposed to the history and cultural tradition of Hakata / Fukuoka through
both in-class studies and field studies. Through various workshops and field trips, students are
expected to feel the rich cultural heritage of Fukuoka / Hakata.

In so doing, students are encouraged to enhance their understanding of Fukuoka / Hakata by

conducting their own research on the topics in Hakata studies.

|JCS'2012 Food and Environmental Business (Shinkai, Shimada)|

This course aims to increase understandings of the modern Japanese culture and society in the

globalization through selected topics related to food and environmental businesses. Topics
includes: food business, food culture, food consumption/production, food safety, food waste and

environmental issues.

|JCS'2013 Global Issues in the Contemporary World (Jayasena, Fukamachi, So, Yarnane)|

This course is designed to equip the students to understand various issues of contemporary world
in global and comparative perspectives. Through the lectures and discussions, students will
acquire the basic knowledge of social sciences, and understand the current issues confronting

Japan and world.

|JCS'2014 Environmental Issues and Policies in the Globalization (Iwasaki)|

This course aims to increase understandings of the contemporary culture and society in the
globalization through selected topics related to environmental issues and policies particularly in
Japan. Topics include natural resource management, global environmental change, and

environmental governance in Japan.

|JCC'2012 Contemporary Japan through Popular Culture (Ichiki) |

This class intends to explore the shift in Japanese society as well as Japanese mindset in the late
postwar era, namely since 1970s to the present. We have to look back into the 70s Japan because
Japan in the 70s was completely different from Japan we know today; 1970s Japan was not an
economic giant in the world, it was not a major exporter of the pop culture. Thus, the major
purpose of this class will be to see how and when Japan has changed into the country we know
today. In thinking about the mindset of contemporary Japanese, we will focus on “the bubble
economy” of the late 1980s and the subsequent “lost decade” in the 1990s. The events in the two
decades affected Japanese not only economically but also socially and psychologically. In this
class, we will pick up events in this time period, for example, bubble economy, Great Hanshin

Earthquake of 1995, Tokyo Subway Sarin Gas Attack, “Sakakibara incident” among others, and



discuss the impact they had upon Japanese minds. While this class tries to analyze contemporary
Japanese society, it is important to note that this class intends to do so by looking at Japanese pop
culture of the time. Pop culture, films, Tv dramas, mangas, animes, J pop music, and popular
novels, just to name a few, offers an interesting perspective in observing Japanese society.
Students will be exposed to the world of Japanese pop culture and are expected to shed different

light on Japanese society today.

|JCC-2013 Reading and Writing Japanese Stories (Nagaoka)|

This term, in the first two thirds of the course, we will read short stories by multiple Japanese

authors including Haruki Murakami and Yasunari Kawabata. Students will read English
translations and occasionally refer to the original Japanese texts, focusing on the depiction of
emotions and/or the emotional absence in Japanese fiction. We will also discuss literary devices
and effects, and motifs and themes characteristic of Japan. In the latter one third, students will
write their own short stories (in English) inspired by the Japanese fiction and class discussions.
Those stories can be one or two pages long. We will read all the submitted stories and exchange

further discussions.

|JCC'2014 Modern Architecture and Urban Space in Japan (1900-present) (Yang)|

The survey course examines the development of modern and contemporary architecture and

urban space in Japan within political, economic, social, and cultural transformations throughout
the twentieth century. It offers students opportunities to understand a variety of building, such as
Meiji government offices, commercial department stores, and two-floor residential buildings
(bunka house), within specific historical and regional circumstances. The class will also explore
the rich resource of architecture in Fukuoka and Kyushu. In particular, we will explore how
modern Japanese architects reinvented traditions and incorporated international and regional
elements into the formation of modern architecture and city space. In addition to coursework, the

class takes field trips to visit modern buildings and urban landscape in Fukuoka.

|JCC'1915 “New” Japanese Cinema: 1980s to Present (Lee)|

Japanese cinema was said to have peaked in the 1950s and 1960s with directors like Akira

Kurosawa and Oshima Nagisa, and was thought to have lulled for 20 years thereafter. However,
the resurgence of new directors and films in the late 1980s and 1990s once again focused the
world’s attention on Japanese cinema. This course is an introduction to contemporary Japanese
films from the 1980s to present. By focusing on major directors, themes and genres, students will
acquire the fundamentals of critical and technical language necessary to discuss and analyze films.
The primary goal of this course is to understand the reinvention and transformation of

contemporary Japanese cinema.



