WJC COURSE DESCRIPTIONS —SPRING 2021|

* This 1s the list of course descriptions as of October 2019 and it is subject to change.

JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE COURSE (JLC) (in Japanese)
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JAPAN' S CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY COURSE (in English)

JAPAN' S CONTEMPORARY CULTURE COURSE (in English)

JCS/JCC-2101 Introduction to Japan and Hakata Studies II: Summer Festivals in Fukuokal
and Japan (Ichiki) ¥compulsory

This class intends to give students opportunities to learn and form about what it is to
preserve traditional culture using as summer festivals, most notably Hakata Gion Yamakasa
as examples. Students are expected to express their opinion on the questions like what the
significance of traditional culture is and what is necessary to preserve the traditional culture in
contemporary world.

JCS-2102 Japanese Society through Manga and Anime II (Ikezawa)|

Comics and animations give an image of their time. By studying Japanese manga and anime,
we can get a better understanding of Japanese society, not only theoretically but by getting an
experience of it.

JCS-2103 Topics in Food and Health in the Globalized Society (Shinkai and Kobayashi)|

This course focuses on food from the perspectives of food culture, food system, food economics,
and health. Topics include: food culture in the world, international food trades, global food
business, food security, food safety, and health. Out-of-classroom activities will be included to
explore students’ understanding about food system and the Japanese food culture.

JCS/JCC-2104 Introduction to Japanese Cinema: Silent Era to Bubble Ergl

Japanese cinema has been influenced greatly by western cinema and in turn has established
itself as a prominent player in cinematic history. This course is an introduction to the historical
and socio-cultural study of Japanese cinema starting from the Silent Era to the 1980s. By
focusing on major directors and historical periods, students will acquire the fundamentals of
critical and technical language necessary to discuss and analyze films. The primary goal of
this course is to understand the evolution of Japanese films in both style and narrative, and the
creation of a “Japanese” cinematic identity.

JCS/JCC-2101 Introduction to Japan and Hakata Studies II: Summer Festivals in Fukuokal
and Japan (Ichiki)| 3% compulsory

This class intends to give students opportunities to learn and form about what it is to
preserve traditional culture using as summer festivals, most notably Hakata Gion Yamakasa
as examples. Students are expected to express their opinion on the questions like what the
significance of traditional culture is and what is necessary to preserve the traditional culture in
contemporary world.

JCS/JCC-2102 Reading Japanese legends and stories by Lafcadio Hearn/Koizumi, Yakumo)|
(Nagaoka)

This course will offer an introduction to the works of Lafcadio Hearn with focus on his
collection of Japanese legends, ghost stories and essays on Japan. Hearn was born to a Greek
mother and an Anglo-Irish father on an Ionian Island in the mid-19th century. Throughout
his life Hearn lived in several countries including Ireland, England, USA, and Japan, which
eventually made Hearn an international and transcultural writer. Each of his writings will be
approached, through lectures and discussions, as a reflection of important features of Japanese
culture and mentality. In particular, such topics as the visible vs. the invisible, perception and
depiction, and family relations will be covered.

e(l CS/J)CC'2103 Women in Japanese Art: Representation, Self-Representation and Agency|
Yan

The course examines women’s participation in the history of Japanese art, as models, patrons,
artists and critics. It offers students opportunities to discover Japanese women artists and to
discuss their artworks, from the 18th century to present, within historical, social, and cultural
contexts, in particular, with a focus on their challenges and opportunities in each era. The
course aims to provide students the knowledge of Japanese women artists and a perspective of
gender in understanding the art, history, culture, and society of Japan. How Japanese women
are depicted in the visual culture and how women artists creatively respond to the social milieu
will inspire students to think about women’s role in the society in relation to their own study




goals. In addition to the coursework, the class will take one field trip to an art exhibition in
Fukuoka.

JCS/JCC-2104 Introduction to Japanese Cinema: Silent Era to Bubble Ergl

Japanese cinema has been influenced greatly by western cinema and in turn has established
itself as a prominent player in cinematic history. This course is an introduction to the historical
and socio-cultural study of Japanese cinema starting from the Silent Era to the 1980s. By
focusing on major directors and historical periods, students will acquire the fundamentals of
critical and technical language necessary to discuss and analyze films. The primary goal of
this course is to understand the evolution of Japanese films in both style and narrative, and the
creation of a “Japanese” cinematic identity.




