WJC COURSE ABSTRACTS —FALL
(Fall 2019 : Tentative)

* This 1s the course abstracts as of December 2018 and it is subject to change.

1. JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE COURSE (JLC) (in Japanese)
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2. JAPAN' S CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY COURSE (JCS) (in English)

3. JAPAN' S CONTEMPORARY CULTURE COURSE (JCC) (in English)

|JCS/J CC-1811 Introduction to Japan and Hakata Studies I: History and Culture (Ichiki)|

$compulsory

This course intends to give students basic knowledge on Fukuoka / Hakata where we spend our
daily lives. Fukuoka / Hakata has a long history and rich cultural tradition. It is one of the
most developed areas in ancient Japan, and one of the most important ports in medieval Japan.
Thus, students will be exposed to the history and cultural tradition of Hakata / Fukuoka through
both in-class studies and field studies. Through various workshops and field trips, students are
expected to feel the rich cultural heritage of Fukuoka / Hakata.

In so doing, students are encouraged to enhance their understanding of Fukuoka / Hakata by

conducting their own research on the topics in Hakata studies.

|JCS'1812 Food and Environmental Business (Shinkai, Shimada)|

This course aims to increase understandings of the modern Japanese culture and society in the

globalization through selected topics related to food and environmental businesses. Topics
includes: food business, food culture, food consumption/production, food safety, food waste and

environmental issues.

|JCS'1813 Global Issues in the Contemporary World (Jayasena, Fukamachi, So, Yarnane)|

This course is designed to equip the students to understand various issues of contemporary world
in global and comparative perspectives. Through the lectures and discussions, students will
acquire the basic knowledge of social sciences, and understand the current issues confronting

Japan and world.

|JCS'1814 Environmental Issues and Policies in the Globalization (Iwasaki)|

This course aims to increase understandings of the contemporary culture and society in the
globalization through selected topics related to environmental issues and policies particularly in
Japan. Topics include natural resource management, global environmental change, and

environmental governance in Japan.

|JCS'1815 Japanese Society through Manga and Anime I (Ikezawa)|

Comics and animations give an image of their time. By studying Japanese manga and anime, we
can get a better understanding of Japanese society, not only theoretically but by getting an
experience of it. This semester will focus on basic knowledge of Japanese society and Japanese

culture of our time.

|JCC'1812 Japanese Language through Media and Other Materials I (Ikezawa)|

The class will use different media (historical documents, manga, press, literature, movies,

advertisements, songs, etc.) in order to study some aspects of Japanese language and modern
Japanese communication.The class will focus on basic linguistics aspects of Japanese language.

Students will get an ability to practice linguistic observation, in order to be able to continue their



learning after the course is over, if they wish to do so.

|JCC'1813 Reading and Writing Japanese Stories|

This term, in the first two thirds of the course, we will read short stories by multiple Japanese

authors including Haruki Murakami and Yasunari Kawabata. Students will read English
translations and occasionally refer to the original Japanese texts, focusing on the depiction of
emotions and/or the emotional absence in Japanese fiction. We will also discuss literary devices
and effects, and motifs and themes characteristic of Japan. In the latter one third, students will
write their own short stories (in English) inspired by the Japanese fiction and class discussions.
Those stories can be one or two pages long. We will read all the submitted stories and exchange

further discussions.

|JCC'1814 Modern Architecture in Japan: Intersection of Tradition, Regionalism, and|

|Internationalism|

The survey course examines the development of modern architecture in Japan with a focus on the
intersection between Modernism and Regionalism. It offers students opportunities to situate
modern buildings in historical and regional contexts and to understand how modern Japanese
architects reinvented traditions and incorporated international and regional elements into the
formation of modern architecture. Students will learn a broad spectrum of knowledge on
architecture, history, and culture of modern Japan, and explore the rich resource of architecture in
Fukuoka, Kyushu, and Western Japan. In addition to coursework, the class takes field trips to

visit modern buildings and urban landscape in Fukuoka.



